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Special points of 
interest: 

• 	 This newsletter is  
sent to the McKay 
representative in each 
district who is listed on 
the School Choice 
website.  Please be 
kind and forward it to 
other interested district 
staff. 

• 	 Please ensure a matrix 
code is entered within 
30 days after intent is 
filed. 
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Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice 

Welcome Back! 
Best wishes from the Office of Independent Education 
and Parental Choice for a successful 2008-09 school 
year. We hope everyone had a relaxing summer and 
is prepared for the excitement that the new school year 
brings. 

Parents are continuing to file intent for the current school year, so please be 
sure to login to the School Choice website to check your intent list on a 
regular basis. 

Section 1002.39(5)(b)2.b., F.S., requires the school district to complete a  
matrix of services for every student participating in the McKay Scholarship 
Program and notify the Department of the student's matrix level within 30 days 
after receiving notification of a request to participate in the scholarship 
program. District staff must confirm that the student is a public school student 
and has an Individual Education Plan. 

Student Survey District 
Inside this 
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McKay Payment 2 
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District Verification 2 
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Public School 2 
Options 

Contact Information 3 

District McKay 3 
Deadlines 

When verifying student eligibility, district users may access a student’s  
survey districts by clicking the Student Survey Districts link found in the 
right corner of each student’s information page.  The survey districts were 
moved to a separate link so that the information page would be able to load 
faster for each student. 

Please note that when an intent is filed for a student, the Department will  
verify that the student was reported in the prior year’s FEFP surveys before 
the intent record is sent to the school district.   
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McKay Payment File 
The McKay Scholarship District FTE File will be available September 25, 2008. This file provides 
each district with a list of students participating in the McKay Scholarship Program that received a 
payment. These students must be reported as McKay students (3518) to generate the necessary 
funding unless the student is physically in attendance at a public school.  In this case, the student 
must be reported as a public school student.  Additional important dates and deadlines for the  
2008-09 school year are provided on the last page of the newsletter. 

District Verification Form 

The first quarter McKay Scholarship payments for the 2008-09 school year 
were issued September 1st.  As private schools are reviewing payments, 
they will begin to submit the McKay District Verification Form to school 
districts for certain students that did not receive a payment. 

This form must be completed by the parent, private school, and school 
district if a scholarship student did not receive a payment because the 
district reported the student as enrolled in public school (EPS) in error.  
Please be sure to update the student information in your district records if 
the student is now enrolled in a participating private school.  This will 
ensure the student is not marked EPS in error in the future.  

If you have any questions about this form, please contact your Regional 
Manager. 

McKay Public School Options 
Please be reminded that there is no statutory  
deadline for districts to offer or decline public 
school choice for parents whose students will  
participate in the McKay Scholarship Program.  

Understandably, public school enrollment space 
and program availability is limited throughout the 
school year; however, the option of extending  
public school choice to parents should not be  
revoked. Districts, if able, may accept McKay public 
school students throughout the school year,  
provided that there is available space in the school 
and the appropriate program for the student.  The 
same applies for eligible McKay Scholarship  
students requesting transfer to a public school in 
an adjacent school district. 

In addition, McKay 
private school students 
may choose to exercise 
the McKay public 
school option. Parents 
are required to notify 
the school district that 
the student is returning 
to public school as a McKay student to determine 
what choices might be available.  In the future if 
the parent wishes for the student to return to a 
private school under McKay, the student would 
need to meet all eligibility requirements including 
having an IEP and meeting the prior year in  
attendance requirement. 



Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice 

Jean Miller 
Acting Executive Director 

Florida Department of Education 
325 W. Gaines Street, Suite 522 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400 

Toll-Free: (800) 447-1636 "Increasing the Quantity and Improving the 
Fax:    (850) 245-0875 Quality of Education Options" Email: schoolchoice@fldoe.org 

O N THE  WE B AT: WW W. F L O R IDAS C H OOL CH O I CE. O RG 

Current and previous newsletters are available in PDF format on the 
School Choice website when logged in as a district administrator.  
Click on the “Newsletters” link in the General Information section of 
the screen. 
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