CHARLIE CRIST
(GOVERNOR

HOME EDUCATION WEEK

WHEREAS, the State of Florida is committed to excellence in education and to public
policy that strengthens the family and recognizes parental choice in pursuit of that
excellence and the importance of parental involvement in education; and

WHEREAS, from the earliest days of our nation, there have been some prominent
Americans who were home educated including George Washington, John Quincy Adams,
Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Edison, Booker T. Washington, Helen Keller and Sandra Day O’
Connor; and

WHEREAS, home education has existed as a statutorily protected educational option in
the State of Florida since 1985, providing parents the ultimate authority and responsibility,
under God, for the care, character development, and educational opportunities for their
children; and

WHEREAS, in support of home education, the State of Florida extends and embraces the
opportunity for home educated students to participate in and benefit from scholarship
programs, college courses, Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) and Florida
State Music Association (FSMA) extra-curricular activities; and

WHEREAS, over two decades of studies indicate most children who are home educated
exhibit seif-confidence, good citizenship, exceptional academic test scores, higher than
average college attendance and success and many have proven devotion to their country
by faithfully serving in the armed forces of the United States; and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida and its citizens benefit from reduced educational
expenditures and classroom crowding each year given the daily sacrifices and
commitment of thousands of home schooling parents;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charlie Crist, Governor of the State of Florida, do hereby extend
greetings and best wishes to all observing March 30 thru April 5, 2008 as Home
Education Week.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, |
have hereunto set my hand
and caused the Great Seal
of the State of Florida to be
affixed at Tallahassee, the
Capital, this 29" day of
February, in the year two
thousand eight.

Governor
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